A Happy House of Justice and Love, participatory community art project, Bonn, 2009. Project participants, Marienhaus Nursing
and Retirement Home, from the photo archives of the project.

A HAPPY HOUSE OF JUSTICE AND LOVE
A participatory community art project
Bonner Kunstverein, 2009
A collaboration with the residents of the Blumenhof social residence, the
Evangelical Migration and Refugee Work, the Caritas Institution "Uns Huus"(youth
center), "Marienhaus" (nursing home) and Prälat-Schleich-Haus" (home for the
homeless). Project participants: Dustin Böff, Dorothee Büllow, Hidir Celik, Maria
Dahmen, Angelika Dusny, Ingeborg Fehrenz, Michael Heveling-Fischell, Bronia
Fischer, Bernd Jacobs, Markus Koch, Edith Kramer, Walter Künas, Fine Kürten, Frank
Meißner, Margarete Mertens, Büsra Öz, Michelle Reichert, Danielle Reichert, Rene
Riegel, Roman Rosenblatt, Dieter Röttgen, Alexander San Roman, Diego San Roman,
Wilhelm Schmidt, Heinz Schmitz, Marija Spelic, Manfred Steinbrücker, Siemone
Sommerfeld, Marica Teci, Gian L. Todaro, Helene Wahl, Dirk Wiertelarz, Celine
Willems.
To a large degree, the socially weak or precarious residential areas lack beauty,
social potential and, likewise, identity. The Bonner Kunstverein is located in just
such an area. Invited to develop a community based project for the forecourt of the
Bonner Kunstverein, I decided to deal with the theme of architecture and community
living and to work in situ with several social groups of different ages. My wish
was to continue the way I have worked with communities before, but also to make a
reference to the part of the Bonner Kunstverein’s history related to the notion of
social plastic. As a student, through my interest for the work of Joseph Beuys, I
came across the concept of Artist Placement Group, which fascinated me. The more I
became involved in a socially engaged art, the more I appreciated the APG agenda.
In 1977 APG undertook a series of podium exchanges with German government officials
taking place in the Bonner Kunstverein. It lead to the first international artist
with government placement.
Through my Bonn project, I tried to created a circulation of people between a
cultural institution (Bonner Kunstverein) and several social institutions.
Therefore, the project consists of a big format outdoor mural intervention, a
documentary exhibition in the exhibition hall of the Kunstverein, as well as of
four small scale exhibitions in the participating institutions.
The objective is to integrate and link the project's individual participants, but
also art's public space and the neighborhood. Under consideration are the beauty
and the social responsibility of architecture and communal housing and residency,
as well as the integrative promotion and sensitization for a cultural participation
of all the members of society.

A Happy House of Justice and Love, participatory community art project, Bonn, 2009. Above: layout of the outdoor mural
intervention with images, texts and drawings created by the project participants within the project workshop. Left: project
participants, the Bonner Kunstverein team, and project friends and supporters on the October, 16 2009 during the exhibition
opening.

In the course of the project a five-week workshop took place in the involved social
institutions and in the Bonner Kunstverein. Hereby drawings, photographs, videos
and texts were created by and in collaboration with the project participants. Also,
several already created art works were found and later on included in the show in
the Bonner Kunstverein.
Beside the artworks and artefacts mentioned above, four big format blackboards with
handwritings are shown in the exhibition. These contain four text-collages made out
of different individual biographies. These simple narratives are subtile artifacts
which should generate cultural and social identification and self reflection,
similar to my other projects (for example Missing Monuments, Volkertviertel,
Amerika). This project as well documents a social reality, while simoultaneously
doing an effort to improve it.

A Happy House of Justice and Love, 2009, outdoor mural intervention, digital print, 850 x 980 cm; underneath: project
participants, the Bonner Kunstverein team, and project friends and supporters, 10/16/2009.

Angelika Dusny, a drawing, an agitation poster, created within the project workshop, Blumenhof, 2009. As part of the
project, during the exhibition in the Kunstverein, an exhibition of drawings by Angelika Dusny, a hobby artist living in
the Blumenhof residence, is on view in the social/gathering rooms of the residence.

Above: A Happy House of Justice and Love, exhibition view, Bonner Kunstverein, 10/16/2009. Below: Blumenhof Biography
Board, mdf board, acrilic, chalk, handwritings, 400 x 280 cm, a textual collage with the biographies of the Blumenhof
residents; Blumenhof, a two-channel video installation; a found artwork – Flowers by Ingeborg Fehrenz, a senior citizen
living in the Blumenhof residence.

A Happy House of Justice and Love, exhibition view, Bonner Kunstverein, 10/16/2009. Sabine Müller, project
assistant, Kristina Leko, and Margarete Mertens, project participant, Mareinhaus nursing and retirement
home. In the background: Marienhaus Biography-Board, mdf board, acrylic, chalk, handwritings, 400 x 280 cm,
a textual collage with the biographies of the Marienhaus residents.

A Happy House of Justice and Love, exhibition view, Bonner Kunstverein, 2009. Below: Marienhaus Biography-Board,
400 x 280 cm; a found artwork from the Marienhaus nursing home; Fawzia soll lesen lernen, a video featuring Alix Bronia
Fischer, 20 min; two armchairs from the Marienhaus nursing home; photographs of the county mental home with Margarete
Mertens, June 2009. More photographs and videos are to be seen in the accompanying exhibition in the nursing home.

A Happy House of Justice and Love, 2009. Above: Thuar-street, Macke-street and their way to school photographed by the
project participants from Uns Huus Children Center; a videodocumentation of the project workshop, 30 min, 2009; Uns Huus
Biography-Board, with a textual collage with the children’s biographies; gymmat from the Uns Huus Center. Below: portraits
as gifts to the participants of the video documentary about the Blumenhof residence.

A Happy House of Justice and Love, 2009. Above: exhibition view, Bonner Kunstverein, 2009. In the middle: from the photo
archives of the project: Walther Künas, the blind photographer; Celine Willems, project participants, Uns Huus Children
Center. Below: from the photoarchives of the project; three examples of the photographs exhibited in the exhibition in the
Marienhaus Nursing Home. Below and right: K.L. speaking to the audience during the exhibition opening in the nursing home,
10/17/2009.

A Happy House of Justice and Love, exhibition opening at the Marienhaus nursing home, October, 17 2009.

